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“Publications of the Seto Marine Biological Laboratory, Special Publication Series”is
the new name for the“Special Publications from the Seto Marine Biological Laboratory”,
starting from Vol. VI.  In the“Special Publication Series”, it is intended to publish the
results of research and investigations on a specific subject in each volume, including
taxonomic monographs.  Volumes are issued at irregular intervals, divided into parts if
necessary, and numbered in continous sequence with the former series.  The volumes of
the“Special Publication Series”so far issued are as follows:
Vol. I.  Biological Results of the Japanese Antarctic Research Expedition 1-17.
1959-1962. Completed.
Vol. II.  Ecology and Biological Production of Lake Nakaumi and Adjacent
Regions, Part I-Part II, No. 1-No. 5. 1964-1968.  Continuing.
Vol. III.  Taxonomic Studies of Caprellids (Crustacea, Amphipoda, Caprellidae)
Found In Japanese and Adjacent Waters. 1976.  Completed.
Vol. IV.  Studies on Philippine Marine Red Algae. 1977.  Completed.
Vol. V.   Haplostominae (Copepoda, Cyclopodia) associated with Compound
Ascidians from the San Juan Archipelago and Vicinity. 1977.  Completed.
Vol. VI.  Studies of the Family Peridinidae, and Unfinished Monograph of the
Armored Dinoflogellata. 1981.  Completed.
Vol. VII.  A Catalogue of Molluscs of Wakayama Prefecture, The Province of Kii. I
Bivalvia, Scaphopoda and Cephalopoda. 1981.  Continuing.
Vol. VIII. Selected Papers of the NaGISA World Congress 2006．2007．
Completed.
Vol. Ⅸ. Selected Papers of the NaGISA Westpac Congress 2008．

Foreword
Over a hundred and twenty participants from seven countries in the Western Pacific
Region attended the first NaGISA Westpac Congress held in Jakarta, Indonesia from 26
to 28, October, 2008. The congress was organized in an effort to facilitate the interaction
of near shore benthic ecologists and taxonomists, strengthen the connection between
NaGISA and complementary projects, and to present research and results from the
NaGISA projects carried out in the Western Pacific region. The congress was an overall
success initiating dialogue not only between countries but also specialties. The highlight
of the event was the realization by participants and organizers alike that both the
project’s scientific goals and long-term aspirations are within the reach.  
This volume is a compilation of papers given at the NaGISA Westpac Congress. It
does not cover all the material presented though many papers were submitted. Most
papers were rejected to be printed due to lack of high scientific accomplishment in the
content. The editors realized it is urgent need to train participants of our project in the
skill of writing scientific papers that will help our community to be well presented in the
scientific society in the future.
We would like to extend our deepest gratitude to all authors and reviewers, and our
sincere thanks to the foundations that supported NaGISA Westpac Congress 2008:
Nippon Foundation, Sloan Foundation, and Japan Society for Promotion of Science. Our
special thanks are extended to Dr. Susetiono and other colleagues from Institute of
Oceanology, LIPI, Indonesia, who provided a lot of support to this congress (finance and
human power).   
Hyakubun Harada and Yoshihisa Shirayama
Kyoto University, NaGISA Westpac
i
The NaGISA Project is a Census of Marine Life Field Project with eight regional
offices covering fifty-one coastal countries. Using global standards to answer local
questions, NaGISA members (researchers, managers, students) are producing the
world’s first near shore habitat specific global census. For more information or to
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